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Optional course A course that is not named on your programme structure. 

Attempt You will be considered to have attempted a course if you register 
for a course, make an assessment entry, and submit assessment 
elements worth at least 70% of the overall course. 

Prerequisite course A course that you must attempt before you are permitted to 
register for another specific course. 

Corequisite course A course that you must attempt either before or at the same time 
as another specific course. 

Exclusion or 
Excluded course 

A course which awards credit only if not taken with other courses 
specified in regulations. See Appendix C for detail.  

Discarded course A course that you have been registered for or attempted, not 
available on your programme structure, which remains on your 
student record. 

Finalist A student who can complete their programme in that academic 



https://london.ac.uk/current-students/programme-documents/regulations


http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/sbs/sbs-economics-23.pdf?sfvrsn=e271a881_6
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/sbs/sbs-economics-23.pdf?sfvrsn=e271a881_6
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/sbs/sbs-politics-and-international-relations-23.pdf?sfvrsn=a271a881_6
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/sbs/sbs-politics-and-international-relations-23.pdf?sfvrsn=a271a881_6
http://www.london.ac.uk/
http://www.london.ac.uk/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/home.aspx
https://london.ac.uk/ways-study/study-local-teaching-institution/about-local-teaching-institutions


https://london.ac.uk/courses/economics-and-politics
/current-students/academic-regulations
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/inclusive-and-connected-higher-education/european-credit-transfer-and-accumulation-system#:~:text=The%20European%20Credit%20Transfer%20and%20Accumulation%20System%20(ECTS)%20is%20a,and%20study%20periods%20abroad%20recognised.
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Where credits are assigned to each course of a programme, credit indicates the amount of 

learning carried out in terms of the notional number of study hours needed, and the specified 

Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-awarding Bodies (FHEQ) 

credit level indicates the depth, complexity and intellectual demand of learning involved. The 

details below indicate the UK credits and the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation 

System (ECTS) values. 

For the Economics, Management, Finance and the Social Sciences suite of programmes, 

credits are assigned to the courses as follows:  

¶ 30 UK credits or 15 ECTS credits for a full course at level 4, or 15 UK credits or 7.5 
ECTS credits for a half course at level 4 

¶ 30 UK credits or 15 ECTS credits for a full course at level 5, or 15 UK credits or 7.5 
ECTS credits for a half course at level 5 

¶ 30 UK credits or 15 ECTS credits for a full course at level 6, or 15 UK credits or 7.5 
ECTS credits for a half course at level 6 

One UK credit equates to a notional ten hours of study. 

Recognition of prior learning 

Recognition of prior learning is a generic term for the process by which we recognise and, 

where appropriate, award credit for learning that has taken place elsewhere, before entry 

onto this programme of study. 

Where the prior learning covered a similar syllabus to a module/course studied 

elsewhere, credit will be awarded as if you took the University of London module/course. 

See the General Regulations (Section 3) and Programme Regulations for more rules 

relating to prior learning. 

Details on how to apply for RPL 

https://london.ac.uk/current-students/programme-documents/regulations
https://london.ac.uk/current-studentsprogramme-documents/regulations
https://london.ac.uk/applications/how-apply/recognition-prior-learning/recognition-and-accreditation-prior-learning-0
/study/how-apply/am-qualified
https://london.ac.uk/applications/how-apply


Programme Specification 2024–2025 EMFSS BSc Economics and Politics  

 

  

University of London 8 

All entrance requirements are set out in detail on the programme page under the Entrance 

Requirements tab. 

General Entrance requirements for undergraduate degrees  

Age:  

Applicants must normally be at least 17 years of age on or before 30 November in the year 

of initial registration.  

Qualifications:  

Applicants must  

¶ have passed qualifications that satisfy category G in the Qualifications for Entrance 

schedule. 

¶ meet any additional programme specific entrance requirements; and 

¶ satisfy English language requirements.  

Entrance requirements for the Graduate Entry Routes to the undergraduate 

degrees  

Age:  

Applicants must normally be at least 17 years of age on or before 30 November in the year 

of initial registration.  

Qualifications:  

Applicants must  

¶ have successfully completed a full undergraduate degree or postgraduate 

qualification from an acceptable institution 

¶ meet any additional programme specific entrance requirements; and 

¶ satisfy English language requirements.  

Applicants with professional qualifications and professional memberships will be considered 

on an individual basis. 

English language requirements  

Applicants must satisfy the English language requirements for the programme. These are 

set out in detail on the programme page under the Requirements tab for each programme. 

All teaching is in English. Therefore, students need to have the required level of written and 

spoken English to cope with their studies right from the start. 

Additional information on English language proficiency tests is given on the website.   

Where an applicant does not meet the prescribed English language proficiency requirements 

but believes that they can demonstrate the requisite proficiency for admission the University 

may, at its discretion, consider the application.  

  

https://london.ac.uk/applications/how-apply/english-requirements
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Internet access and computer specification 

Students will require regular access to a portable computer with an internet connection to 

use the University of London’s online resources and systems. 

Students must be able to download and install software to their Windows or MacOS device 

to include secure examination browsers for online assessment purposes (if offered on their 

programme of study). Depending on the security settings for each assessment, students 

may be required to have full administrator rights on their computer to install and run the 

software needed to take part in the assessment. Full administration rights are likely to apply 

to a computer that they own but not to one provided by their employer, for example. 

Computer requirements 

The portable computer must have at least the following minimum specification: 

¶ Windows: 10 and 11 on 64-bit platforms 

¶ MacOS Big Sur (version 11) and higher  

¶ CPUs newer than 2011 (Intel Sandy Bridge (Core i3, i5 and i7 or newer)) 

¶ OpenGL 2.0 graphics driver 

¶ Local storage for the recording of proctored examinations (75MB per hour) 

¶ Web camera & microphone (internal or external) 

¶ A broadband internet connection capable of streaming video and a minimum of 

0.15Mbps upload speed. 

¶ Minimum device requirements are subject to change and older operating systems 

may become obsolete over time. 

It should also have the following applications installed: 

¶ Word processor (for Microsoft Word documents) 

¶ A PDF reader (e.g. Adobe) 

We are 
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¶ apply theory and theoretical models in practical situations;  

¶ assimilate and lucidly evaluate alternative views.  

Transferable skills; 

A student will be able to:  

¶ communicate effectively in a written context;  

¶ use information technology (spreadsheets, word-processing and online databases) 

appropriately;  

¶ organise information, and to assimilate and evaluate competing arguments;  

¶ manage their own learning, including working effectively to deadlines;  

¶ be open minded and have a capacity to handle ideas and scrutinise information in 

critical, evaluative and analytical ways.  

Exit qualifications  

Students exiting with a Certificate of Higher Education would expect to:  

¶ have the essential introduction to that subject;  

¶ demonstrate an understanding on the concepts and principles related to their area of 

study; and  

¶ be able to communicate ideas and findings in a reliable and structured way.  

Students exiting with a Diploma of Higher Education would, in addition, expect to:  

¶ develop a greater understanding and a sophistication of thinking as they work 

through the courses;  

¶ build on their existing knowledge to approach the concepts and principles from a 

wider context;  

¶ be at a stage where they will have obtained qualities and skills necessary for 

employment and further study in the area.  

Learning, teaching and assessment strategies 

Most students are required to attend a full- or part-time course of instruction at a recognised 

teaching centre. The study materials provided are supplemented by tuition offered by the 

teaching centre. The University of London does not provide tuition. 

For all registered students, online study materials are provided for each course studied. 

These include tools to assist a student in the development of the skills of information search, 

comprehension and analysis and the generation of original and thoughtful assignments.  The 

study materials offer advice on how to use the recommended textbooks which form the focus 

of the student’s studies. 
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Written examinations form the greater part of the assessment of the programmes. For each 

course students will be assessed mainly by written examination. Questions are structured to 

allow students to demonstrate that they have acquired appropriate knowledge and 

understanding. The way that students manage data, solve problems, evaluate ideas and the 

organisational skills they use to structure their written answers allows the standard of 

intellectual and transferable skills to be assessed.  

Assessment criteria for the programme take into account the level at which these skills have 

been achieved. 

Assessment methods 

All assessments are submitted online via a University of London platform. You must ensure 

that your device is kept up to date and complies with University Computer Requirements.  

Aside from a few exceptions, each full course is examined by one three-hour unseen written 

assessment and each half course by one two-hour unseen written assessment. The 

assessment for some courses also includes a Multiple Choice Question (MCQ) element, 

consisting of ten questions covering the first half of the subject guide. The assessment of 

some courses also involves the submission of coursework or a project – in these cases, 

details are included as part of the course syllabus. 

Examinations take place in May and October each year. All examinations take place on the 

same dates and at specific times in line with the published timetables.   

For students who study at Recognised Teaching Centres, examinations are normally held at 

established examination centres worldwide. Otherwise, the online examinations will be 

proctored remotely.  

Please refer to the fees schedule for information about fees payable to examination centres 

and for your examination entry and submission. 

Full details of the dates of all 

https://london.ac.uk/current-students/examinations/exam-timetables
https://emfss.elearning.london.ac.uk/
https://london.ac.uk/current-students/programme-documents/student-guide
https://london.ac.uk/current-students/programme-documents/student-guide


file://///fileshare/NW-apps/Programme%20Information/Programme%20Specifications/PS%202020-21/2020-2021_Templates/my.london.ac.uk
http://www.londoninternational.ac.uk/regs
http://onlinelibrary.london.ac.uk/
https://www.senatehouselibrary.ac.uk/
/about/policies/academic-quality-assurance/quality-assurance-schedules
/about/work-us/support-examiners
/about/work-us/support-examiners
/current-students/academic-regulations
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/publications/securing-student-success-regulatory-framework-for-higher-education-in-england/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/53821cbf-5779-4380-bf2a-aa8f5c53ecd4/sector-recognised-standards.pdf
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written and all assessments are set and marked by academic staff who are required to apply 

the University’s academic standards. 

Review and evaluation mechanisms 

Some of the key mechanisms in place to assure the standards of all University of London 

qualifications and the quality of the student experience, include:  

¶ Annual programme reports: produced for all programmes in order to review and 
enhance the provision and to plan ahead; 

¶ Independent external examiners: submit reports every year to confirm that a 
programme has been assessed properly and meets the appropriate academic 
standards; 

¶ Annual student performance, progression and completion statistics 

¶ Periodic programme reviews: carried out every 4-6 years to review how a programme 
has developed over time and to make sure that it remains current and continues to 
provide a good student experience. 

Enhancements are made as necessary to ensure that systems remain effective and 
rigorous. 

Student feedback and engagement 

https://london.ac.uk/current-students/getting-involved
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Graduate employment routes  

Graduates of the EMFSS programmes will have a sound basis for careers in a wide range of 

areas from major corporations to small businesses, government organisations, the voluntary 

sector, international organisation and the media.  

Graduates from this programme may want to particularly consider careers in the areas of 

industry, business, government and international organisations, public sector, civil service 

and in journalism and media.  

The Alumni Community  

Upon finishing a course of study, graduates automatically become part of the University of 

London alumni community, a diverse global network of more than one million graduates in 

over 180 countries, providing lifelong links to the University and to each other.  

Alumni are encouraged to keep in touch after they graduate and to become active members 

of the alumni community; in return they receive a number of benefits and services, including 

an extensive programme of events and engagement opportunities.  

More information is available on the alumni webpage.   

Follow the alumni community on social media:r careers in a wide range of 

 0.38 

http://www.london.ac.uk/alumni
http://www.facebook.com/londonualumni
http://www.instagram.com/_londonu
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-london/people/
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