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Project and Event 

What is Knowledge Diplomacy 
We see Knowledge Diplomacy as project analysing the role of higher education, 

research, and knowledge exchange in transnational cooperation across a range of 

processes and stakeholders engaging but not exclusive to HEIs. As such knowledge 

diplomacy is both the object and the subject of our investigation, and our contribution 

is to enable the ongoing evolution of the network of networks. 

The Knowledge Diplomacy Project 
The Knowledge Diplomacy project explores the impact of scholarly research, 

innovation, and international higher education on inter-state cooperation. This 

collaborative initiative involves University of London Institute in Paris, the Centre for 

Online and Distance Education, City Law School, the British Council, Goethe-Institut, 

ICR Research and the University of Leeds. It fosters a participatory environment for 

academics, policymakers, and students to discuss Knowledge Diplomacy's role in 

policy and global issues. Originating at the British Council's 2019 Going Global 

conference, the project has since produced seminars, research, and publications, 

/institute-paris/research/research-themes/knowledge-diplomacy-research-innovation-higher-education-institutions-international-relations
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10:45 AM Panel 5: The Metropolitan Age: How can Universities and Cities Work 

Together in a Fast-Urbanising World? 

Chair: Ben Rogers (Professor of Practice, University of London) 

Panellists:  
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Programme1  

Keynote “Universities, Diplomacy and Power in Tense Times”  
Geoff Mulgan (University College London) 

 
Conversation on Growing Geopolitical Risk and 
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SPOTLIGHT: The Royal Society on Lessons in Science 
Diplomacy 

Chair: Ian Wiggins (Royal Society) 
Panellists: 
James Hammond (Birkbeck University) | Richard Catlow (UCL) | Fiona Clouder 
(ClouderVista, The Ambassador Partnership, former FCDO) 
 
Session Overview 
This panel will present different case studies of science diplomacy in action and 
consider lessons learnt in each case. Fiona Clouder is an early champion of science 
diplomacy; in 2001 she joined the FCDO where she built and led their global Science 
and Innovation Network (UKSIN). Richard Catlow will speak on multilateral scientific 
engagement, informed through both his co-presidency at the IAP and through his time 
serving as the Foreign Secretary to the Royal Society. James Hammond is the Director 
of the Mount Paektu Research Centre, which focusses on developing new scientific 
collaboration with DPRK scientists on Paektu and other areas of environmental 
science. The panel will be chaired by Ian Wiggins, director of International Affairs at 
the Royal Society, and will include a Q&A. 

 
SPOTLIGHT: Higher Education, Global Diplomacy and Human 
Rights 
Chair: Lilija Alijeva (The City Law School, City, University of London) 
Panellists:  
Tawhida Ahmed (The City Law School, City, University of London) | Fabio Petito 
(School of Global Studies, University of Sussex)  
 
Session Overview
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Panel 3: Universities and Global Diplomacy 
Chair: Tim Gore (University of London Institute in Paris) 

Panellists: 
Laura Rumbley (European Association for International Education) | Sara Gill (British 
Council France) | Mary Stiasny (University of London) 

Session Overview:  
This session will delve into the evolving concept of knowledge diplomacy and its critical 
role in addressing global challenges within the realms of universities. Drawing on the 
University of London's four-year knowledge diplomacy project, the discussion will 
highlight how universities, through the generation, dissemination, and application of 
knowledge, serve as key actors in fostering international understanding and 
connection. Panellists will explore the potential for universities to influence international 
relations, the necessity of developing effective, evidence-based policy solutions, and 
the importance of engaging with civil society. Key questions will include the balance 
between local and global roles, accessibility and practical use of academic knowledge, 
and the value of cross-
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SPOTLIGHT: Universities and Knowledge Diplomacy in Action 
Chair: Alex Favier (Midlands Innovation) 
Panellists:  
Geraint Rees (UCL Vice-Provost Research, Innovation & Global Engagement) | 
Amanda Wolthuizen (Chief of Staff to the President and Director of Public Affairs and 
Policy) | Susie Kitchens (Former Director of the UK Science Innovation Network DSIT/ 
FCDO) 
 
Session Overview 
This session will focus on the practical aspects of universities as actors in knowledge 
diplomacy. It will be divided into three key sections: The Good, highlighting how 
universities have added value to diplomatic relationships; The Bad, discussing 
instances where universities have encountered challenges, whether in relationships, 
national strategic interests, or their own initiatives; and The Potential, exploring future 
possibilities and directions for universities in knowledge diplomacy. 

 
Plenary ‘Internationalising Higher Education in more Troubled 
Times’ 
Simon Marginson (University of Oxford) 

 
ECHIC: Knowledge Diplomacy and the Future of the 
Humanities 
Chairs: Charles Burdett (University of London) | Frederik Van Dam (Radboud 
University, Nijmegen) | Anna K. Dulska (University of Navarra) 
 
Panellists:  
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at the Royal Institution. He was subsequently Dean of the Faculty of Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences at UCL for seven years. 
 
Greg Clark is a writer, Board Chair, and Senior Advisor on cities, transport, built 
environment, and place leadership. He is author of 10 books and 100 reports and has 
worked with 400 cities around the world. He is expert advisor on the BBC World Service 
Series, My Perfect City, author of The Planet of Cities column for RICS, and co
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expert group on Daesh, Al Qaida and the Taliban, and been a senior advisor to 
Ambassador Richard Holbrooke in the U.S. Department of State. He was awarded an 
OBE for his work in Pakistan, where he led the UK's work on the Tribal Areas from 
2007 to 2009. (LSE Webpage) 
 
Farah Faizal is a Small Island Developing State specialist who works as an 
independent consultant/writer and public speaker. She was the first woman from the 
Maldives to attain a Ph.D. Her thesis was on Security Problems of Small Island 
Developing States. She is a former ambassador with several years of diplomatic 
experience. She is passionate about addressing the challenges and opportunities of 
SIDS, especially in the Maldives and South Asia, in the context of climate change, 
democracy, and human rights. Previously, she served as the High Commissioner of 
Maldives to the UK (twice) and the non-resident Ambassador of Maldives to Denmark, 



 

 17 

Institute, the UK national institute for AI and data science, of which he was a founding 
trustee. Prior to this he was Dean of UCL Faculty of Engineering Sciences and before 
that Head of UCL Department of Computer Science. He started his career at Imperial 
College. He has established three successful ‘spin-out’ companies (including two 
‘exits’) providing respectively professional services, product software and an innovative 
software service. He is a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering and a 
Distinguished Fellow of RUSI (the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and 
Security Studies). 
 
Jo Fox is the Pro Vice-Chancellor for Research and Public Engagement and 
responsible for the University’s overall research and public engagement strategy. She 
began her career at Durham University as a lecturer in Modern European History 
before she became Durham 

https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/uk-science-and-innovation-network
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OBE for his work in India-UK bilateral relations while he was leading the British 
Council’s education work in India. 
 
James Hammond is a Reader in Geophysics at Birkbeck, University of London. His 
research uses seismology to image inside the Earth, with a focus on imaging and 
understanding how rocks melt and how this melt migrates and is stored in the Earth's 
crust and mantle. He conducts large field projects, working in volcanic regions of East-
Africa, Chile, China and the Korean Peninsula. James has recently led projects to study 
Mount Paektu, a volcano that straddles the China-Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea border. This project, an example of how science and diplomacy can work 
together, led to the development of the Mount Paektu Research Centre of which James 
is Director. The Centre focusses on developing new scientific collaboration with DPRK 
scientists on Paektu and other areas of joint interest. James teaches geophysics and 
scientific computing and data modelling at undergraduate level.  He is also Deputy 
Head of Department and Assistant Dean (recruitment and retention) in the School of 
Science. He is also a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society and Deputy Chair for 
the Natural Environmental Research Council Geophysical Equipment Facility. 
 
Timo Hannay is the founding Managing Director of School Dash Limited, an education 
technology company based in London and a non-executive director of SAGE 
Publications. Prior to SchoolDash, Hannay was the founding managing director of 
Digital Science in London, United Kingdom where he ran the company from its 
foundation in 2010 until 2015. Digital Science was founded to provide software and 
services aimed at scientific researchers and research administrators. Prior to Digital 
Science, he worked for Nature, which was owned by Macmillan Publishers until the 
merger of Springer and Macmillan to form Springer Nature in 2015. (Wikipedia) 
 
Isabel Hilton is a London based writer and broadcaster and founder in 2006 of the 
China Dialogue Trust (CDT), which published www.chinadialogue.net, the world’s first  
bilingual Chinese English website devoted to building a shared approach on climate 
change and environmental issues, as well as www.thethirdpole.net; 
www.dialogochino.net, and   www.chinadialogueocean.net.  She stepped down from 
CDT in 2023. Isabel Hilton studied Chinese in Edinburgh and China before embarking 
on a career in broadcast and print journalism that included authoring and co-authoring 
several books, reporting from Latin America, Europe and South and East Asia, working 
for the Sunday Times, the Guardian, the BBC, STV, the Independent, the New Yorker 
and many others.  She is a Contributing Editor at Prospect Magazine, a Visiting 
Professor at the Lau Institute, KCL and a senior associate fellow at RUSI. She chairs 
the Centre for Investigative Journalism and co-chairs the Bureau of Investigative 
Journalism. was appointed OBE in 2008. She serves on several advisory boards, 
including the Great Britain China Centre, the IHRB and the Council on Geostrategy, 
and was a Senior Advisor to the China Council. She holds two honorary doctorates. 
 
Bernardette Holmes MBE is Honorary Professor at UCL IoE and is Director of the 
National Consortium for Languages Education (NCLE). Bernardette is recognized as 
a leading linguist and advocate for the importance of languages education and has 
made major contributions to police pedagogy and curriculum development in the UK. 
She is a fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences and HonFCIL and Vice Presidents 
of CIOL (Chartered Institute of Linguists). 
 

http://www.thethirdpole.net/
http://www.dialogochino.net/
http://www.chinadialogueocean.net/
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Katharina Höne researches, writes, and teaches at the intersection of international 
relations and digital technology. She is a scientific officer at DLR Projektträger, German 
Aerospace Centre, and a Senior Fellow at DiploFoundation. Her interest and expertise 
include the impact of digital technology on international relations and diplomatic 
practices, the ethical and equitable (global) governance of artificial intelligence and its 
role as a topic and tool of foreign policy, and science diplomacy in the context of 
emerging digital technologies. She has given presentations, conducted trainings, and 
undertaken research for the African Union, the European External Action Service, the 
foreign ministries of Finland, Namibia, and South Africa, the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs, and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. She holds 
a PhD from the Department of International Politics at Aberystwyth University (UK) and 
an MA in diplomatic studies from the University of Leicester (UK). 
 
Susie Kitchens is a British Diplomat, with a focus on science and innovation. Until 
May this year, Susie worked in the UK’s new Department for Science, Innovation and 
Technology, supporting and funding the UK research ecosystem through global 
collaborations. She represented DSIT in multilateral and bilateral science diplomacy 
and co-led the global Science and Innovation Network of 130 officers in 60 locations. 
Previously, Susie has served as Deputy Head of the UK Mission in Nairobi (and UK 
Perm Rep to the UN Environment Programme), and of the UK Mission in Dar es 
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in society and language education in minority and migration contexts.
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the UK. Mazoka's commitment to enhancing Zambia's global presence is a hallmark of 
her tenure. (See article) 
 
Sir Geoff Mulgan is Professor in STEaPP at University College London (UCL).  He 
was CEO of Nesta, the UK's innovation foundation, CEO of the Young foundation and 
had roles in UK government including director of the Government's Strategy Unit and 
head of policy in the Prime Minister's office.  Past books include ‘The Art of Public 
Strategy’ (OUP) and ‘Big Mind’ (Princeton UP).  His latest book is ‘When Science 
Meets Power’ (Polity Press, 2024). In 2023/24 he chaired an EU programme on ‘Whole 
of Government Innovation’ and in 2024 set up the Institutional Architecture Lab, 
working with many national governments, Rockefeller Foundation and UNDP. He is 
co-editor of the academic journal Collective Intelligence.  His Twitter handle 
is @geoffmulgan and website geoffmulgan.com. 
 
Minh-Hà Pham has been Counsellor for Science and Technology at the French 

https://diplomaticwatch.com/26957/diplomacy/driving-investment-into-zambia-is-our-clarion-call-high-commissioner-mazoka/
http://www.twitter.com/geoffmulgan
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Andrea Pfeil is Head of Language Department Northwestern Europe & Deputy 
Director at the Goethe-Institut London. Before joining the Goethe-Institut in London, 
Andrea worked at their offices in New York as Director of the Language Department 
from 2014 to 2021. Andrea studied Pedagogy with a focus on adult education, 
communication, and German as a Foreign Language. Besides, she has a master's 
degree in educational management. Over the past 16 years, she has focused 
intensively on quality development in educational processes and the development of 
hybrid language and training courses. She has worked extensively in teacher training 
both in Germany and abroad and has been involved in the conception and 
development of blended learning and online courses as well as digital training formats 
at the Goethe-Institut. Andrea Pfeil was a consultant in the field of multimedia and 
distance learning at the Goethe-Institut headquarters in Munich before moving to the 
Goethe-Institut New York in 2014 as the head of language programs. (LinkedIn / Klett 
Webpage) 
 
Geraint Rees is UCL’s Vice-Provost (Research, Innovation & Global Engagement), 
responsible for providing vision and academic leadership for UCL’s world-leading 
portfolio of £2.96bn in current research funding, £2.5bn of external investment in start-
ups and spinouts over the last five years, and more international collaborative research 
publications with the world’s top five knowledge producing economies than any other 
UK university. He is a non-executive director of UCL Business, one of the world’s 
leading technology transfer companies, the Francis Crick Institute and the Alan Turing 
Institute, the UK’s national AI institute. Previously he was Dean of Life Sciences at UCL 
between 2014-2022 and served as a Senior Scientific Advisor at Google DeepMind 
between 2015-2020. With over 380 publications and 40,000 citations, his research 
career has focused on understanding the neural basis of consciousness using 
functional neuroimaging; his work has pioneered the application of multivariate 
machine learning techniques to neuroimaging data. He was awarded the Royal Society 
Francis Crick medal in 2007 and elected Fellow of the UK Academy of Medical 
Sciences in 2010. 
 
Judith Rifeser is a quadrilingual associate professor in education at UCL‘s IOE 
Faculty of Education and Society and Director of Strategic Learning Futures for the 
NCLE. Judith is one of the Co-Directors of the Critical Connections: Multilingual Digital 
Storytelling Project. She is the president- elect of the Association for Language 
Learning (ALL). She was formerly in charge of the PGCE Secondary Languages 
Programme at Goldsmiths, University of London, and has held teaching and research 
positions at various institutions, including the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
USA where she was also a post-production assistant for the Austro-American film See 
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J Simon Rofe is Reader/Associate Professor of International Politics at the University 
of Leeds. He has written widely on all aspects of Diplomacy and is co-editor of the 
Manchester University Press, Key Studies in Diplomacy series. His work on 
Knowledge Diplomacy, catalysed alongside Dr Linda Amrane-Cooper in Berlin in 2019, 
focuses upon networks of knowledge and Diplomacy's core characteristics of 
Representation, Communication and Negotiation. Dr Rofe was previously Deputy 
Director of the Centre for Online and Distance Education CODE. He was previously 
Head of Digital Learning (2016-2020) and headed the Knowledge Exchange and 
Enterprise portfolio (2020-22) at SOAS University of London. He has designed, 
developed and delivered under the aegis of the IR Model, numerous online learning 
programmes at a variety of HEIs, NGOs and other organisations, including the 
University of London's Postgraduate Certificate in Higher Education. 
 
Ben Rogers divides his time between LSE Cities, where he is Distinguished Policy 
Fellow in Government Innovation and University of London, where he is Professor of 
Practice. Ben is also the Chair of Design South East. Prior to joining LSE, Ben founded 
Centre for London think tank in 2011 and led its growth to an influential authority on 
London policy, with an international following.  He was a member of the London 
Finance Commission and is author of many reports on cities, citizenship, public service 
reform and the built environment. Ben was an Associate Director at the Institution for 
Public Policy Research (IPPR) for five years and has worked in local and central 
government, including a year spent as a team leader at the Prime Minister’s Strategy 
Unit, working on planning, urban design and quality of place. Since taking up his 
position at University of London he has set the London Research and Policy 
Partnership, which brings together London policymakers and academic researchers to 
tackle London’s critical policy challenges. As Bloomberg Distinguished Fellow in 
Government Innovation, he is leading LSE Cities’ European Cities initiative, in 
partnership with Bloomberg Philanthropies. Ben has a doctorate on Blaise Pascal from 
Oxford, has written and broadcast widely, and is the author of several acclaimed books 
including A J Ayer, A Life and Beef and Liberty.  He is currently writing a book on civic 
republicanism and urbanism.   
 
Arthur Rose is a Senior Research Fellow at the University of Exeter. His scholarship 
focuses on the ways in which the Humanities help us to understand environmental and 
health crises in the world we live in. A special area of study has been asbestos, which 
became the focus of his second monograph, Asbestos: The Last Modernist Object 
(2024). 

Laura Rumbley has more than 25 years of experience in the field of international 
higher education, during which time she has held a range of academic, professional, 
research and editorial roles. She is currently Director, Knowledge Development and 
Research, at the European Association for International Education (EAIE), based in 
Amsterdam. She previously served as Associate Director for the Boston College 
Center for International Higher Education (CIHE) in the United States and Deputy 
Director of the Academic Cooperation Association (ACA) in Brussels. Laura has co-
edited the Journal of Studies in International Education (Sage) since 2014 and has 
authored and edited a wide range of publications on internationalisation in higher 
education and other topics in the field of international and comparative higher 
education. A former U.S. Foreign Service Officer, Laura holds a PhD in Higher 
Education Administration from Boston College, a Master of International & Intercultural 
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Management from SIT Graduate Institute, and a bachelor’s degree in international 
politics from Georgetown University.  

Maud Sarlieve is a Human Rights and International Criminal Lawyer advocating for 
creative legal thinking to mitigate Climate Change and protect the environment. She 
holds a master’s in international law from the University of Paris-Nanterre, an LLM in 
European Law from Trinity College Dublin and is licensed to practice law in France. 
After a couple of years practising as a corporate lawyer in Prague and Paris, Maud 
switched to specialise in complex international human rights and criminal 
investigations. Over the last 10 to 15 years, she has operated in conflict and post 
conflict zones for international jurisdictions and organisations such as the United 
Nations and the European Union. Her cases have taken her to Southeast Asia, the 
Middle East, the Balkans, East Africa or Latin America. Since 2016, Maud has been 
researching how her expertise can assist in addressing the climate crisis. Her 
publications explore the challenges associated to the definition of the crime of ecocide 
and to holding corporations accountable for their contribution to climate change and 
environmental destruction. Maud has given lectures and conferences on these issues 
at academic institutions around the world and contributes as an independent expert to 
various research projects on environmental and climate issues. 
 
Helen Small is Merton Professor of English Language and Literature at the University 
of Oxford. She has written widely on literature and philosophy, on the figure of the 
public moralist, and on the relationship between the Humanities, Sciences, and Social 
Sciences. She is the author of The Value of the Humanities (2013) and The Function 
of Cynicism at the Present Time (2020). 
 
Barry Smith is a professor of philosophy and director of the Institute of Philosophy at 
the University of London’s School of Advanced Study. He is also the founding director 
of the Centre for the Study of the Senses, which pioneers collaborative research 
between philosophers, psychologists and neuroscientists. Barry is currently the Arts 
and Humanities Research Council’s Leadership Fellow for the Science in Culture 
Theme. He held visiting professorships at the University of California at Berkeley, 
Simon Fraser University, British Columbia and the Ecole Normale Superiéure in Paris. 
A philosopher of language and mind, his current research is on the multisensory nature 
of perceptual experience, focusing on taste, smell and flavour. He has written 
theoretical and experimental papers, publishing in Nature, Food Quality and 
Preference, Chemical Senses and Flavour. He collaborates with chefs and artists and 
consults widely for the food and drinks industry. In 2007, he edited Questions of Taste: 
the philosophy of wine, Oxford University Press; in 2008, he edited The Oxford 
Handbook of Philosophy of Language, Oxford University Press (with Ernest Lepore), 
and Knowing Our Own Minds Oxford University Press in 1998 (with Crispin Wright and 
Cynthia Macdonald). Barry is a frequent broadcaster, who has appeared on BBC One’s 
Masterchef , BBC Two’s Inside the Factory, on BBC Radio 4’s The Kitchen Cabinet, 
as well as In Our Time and Radio 3’s FreeThinking. In 2010 he wrote and presented a 
four-part series for the BBC World Service called The Mysteries of the Brain and in 
2017, wrote and presented a 10-part series for BBC Radio 4 called The Uncommon 
Senses. He is a frequent contributor to The World of Fine Wine and wine columnist for 
Prospect Magazine. (UoL Directory of Research and Expertise) 
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Mary Stiasny, a lifelong leader, advocate, role model and mentor, has held range of 
roles across the Higher Education sector, both with a UK and international focus. Mary 
began her career as a secondary school teacher, before taking up a role working for 
Schools of Education, where she trained secondary school teachers at universities 
across the UK. She went on to hold a number of senior leadership positions across the 
HE sector, taking senior roles in Faculties of Education at Goldsmiths College, Oxford 
Brookes University and the University of Greenwich where she became increasingly 
involved in the leadership of the Internationalisation of Higher Education. She moved 
to the British Council as Director of Education for some years, and then returned to 
higher education as Pro-Director with responsibility for Learning, Teaching and 
International at UCL’s Institute of Education. Her last role has been as PVC 
International, Learning and Teaching at the University of London, overseeing the 
provision of Higher education by distance and through TNE systems to around 40,000 
students  per annum in 190 countries around the world. Her work in Higher Education 
has ensured Mary has been able to lead on her twin passions for developing 
international education and as an advocate for women in leadership roles within the 
sector.  
 
Wendy Thomson CBE is Vice-Chancellor of the University of London, where she was 
appointed following a distinguished career in government and higher education. She 
is recognised as an international expert in public service governance and reform, 
working closely with governments in Canada and the United Kingdom.  Her academic 
research and policy advice is  the field of social policy. As Vice-Chancellor, Wendy has 
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Frederik Van Dam is Senior Lecturer in European Literature at Radboud University, 
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