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Some notes on literacies

David Baume PhD, SFSEDA SFHEA, CDE Fellow

Background – literacies in higher education

The idea of ‘literacy’ or ‘literacies’ is receiving significant attention across higher education. This
suggests that the idea is being found useful.

But by whom, and why, and for what purposes, and with what actual or potential effects?

Proposed literacies range across at least media literacy, digital literacy, information literacy,
copyright literacy, numerical literacy (numeracy?), assessment literacy, employability (careers
literacy), library literacy, cultural literacy, academic literacies, research literacy, visual literacy,
disability awareness (disability literacy?), environmental awareness (environmental literacy?), and a
range of subject literacies, including psychological literacy. There are no doubt others, and will
probably be more.

It may be useful to better identify what these various literacies have in common, to suggest they
may be conceptualised, treated, incorporated into poliĀ
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