
Using the disruption of the 
pandemic to enhance 
assessment design in 











Rewriting exam questions to avoid plagiarism
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Include more coursework
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Programme Directors’ views 2020
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Programme Director interviews 2021
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The team had started to review the programme 
assessment strategy for students at a distance even 





Rethink 1 strengthen formative assessment

• Move away from exams towards ‘alternative assessments’ that provide 
more opportunities for learning e.g. online student presentations.

• Ensure all summative assessments have a formative component e.g. 
practice assessment, preparation, peer feedback on drafts etc. 
• Opportunities to use feedback from an assignment or exam to improve 

future work. 
JISC, 2020



Rethink 2: 
Abandon 100% 
detection of 
cheating and 
plagiarism and 
move to design 
for prevention 

Admit that it is unrealistic to detect 
and punish all cheating

Assessment can be designed to 
reduce cheating 
• Educate students on academic integrity 

through formative assessment
• Design open book assessments that require 

application, evaluation and synthesis of 
information not recall

• Require students to use plagiarism detection 
software themselves and take action if needed 
before submitting coursework
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